
September 8, 2004 

 

 

Dear All, 

This is a brief update to let you know the status of work under the San Francisco Estuary Invasive Spartina Project 
(ISP). 

1. Beginning of the Spartina Control Season: The 2004 Spartina Control Season began on September 1, with 
the close of the clapper rail nesting season, and work is getting underway on 16 sites (totaling greater than 400 
acres) around the San Francisco Bay. The U.S. FWS recently finalized site-specific Biological Opinions and 
Environmental Assessments, and signed a FONSI (Finding of No Significant Impact) for the season's work. Most other 
permits and authorizations are in place, and things are moving forward. The season's control work will be completed 
by mid-October, when the tides get too high and the plants have gone to seed, and within a few months we should 
begin to get a picture of how well our efforts have worked! 

2. Results of Last Year's Inventory Monitoring: A limited survey conducted at a subset of Spartina-infested 
sites in the winter of 2003 showed an average 300% increase in coverage of non-native Spartina since the Bay-wide 
monitoring in 1999-2000. Thus, the 500 acres of non-native Spartina estimated by the ISP in 2000 is now thought to 
be greater than 2,000 acres. Another Bay-wide monitoring event is currently underway, and results will be available 
in January 2005. 

3. International Spartina Conference: The Third International Invasive Spartina Conference is on track for 
November 8-10, 2004, in San Francisco, California. The Conference boasts an amazing panel of international 
speakers, and additional presentations are still being submitted. Registration is still open and sponsorships are 
graciously accepted. Information can be found at http://www.the-conference.com/2004/spartina/. 

4. Spartina Project Website - Hub of Spartina Information: An exciting new website database is now in place 
to help inform stakeholders and interested public about the ISP and provide details related to our control program. 
The ISP homepage is located at www.spartina.org. Please bookmark the page for occasional visits, and be sure to 
check out the following links: 

• To view or download copies of control plans, impact and mitigation evaluations, and eventually, 
photos, permits, and treatment calendars, see http://www.spartina.org/control/ 

• To view or download a copy of the long-awaited Biological Opinion, see 
http://www.spartina.org/project.htm. Additional program documents and authorizations will be 
posted on this page as they become available.  

5. Rapid Response for New Invasions: Have you discovered a new population of non-native Spartina in the San 
Francisco Estuary or along the outer coast of San Francisco or Marin counties? Please contact the ISP immediately at 
510-548-2461. The ISP Field Biologist will investigate, and if the plants are confirmed to be non-native, we will 
coordinate a rapid response to remove them.  

We hope this update has been useful. Please forward it to anyone who may be interested, and feel free to contact 
our office if you have any additional questions.  

Sincerely,  

 

Peggy Olofson, P.E. 
Director 
San Francisco Invasive Spartina Project 
605 Addison Street 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
510-548-2461 
prolofson@spartina.org 
www.spartina.org  
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