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4.2 HAYWARD CLAPPER RAIL REGION 

The Hayward Region in Alameda County stretches from the Oakland Airport to the San Mateo 
Bridge. Several large parcels of land have been restored to marshland in recent years. These large 
marshes have simple vegetative composition, dominated by pickleweed, an early colonizer of tidal 
areas. Channels at these sites are also simple, lacking complex branching and sinuosity that devel-
ops over time. Many of the younger restoration sites in the region have been heavily impacted by 
invasive Spartina and its subsequent removal. Predators were observed at over half the sites and 
are likely a big threat to clapper rails in the region. 

The region includes 25 ISP clapper rail sites, 24 of which were surveyed by the ISP in 2009 (Ta-
ble 5, Figure 27). We conducted passive call count surveys (Protocol A) at 15 of these sites, and 
active call count surveys (Protocol C) at five sites. The remaining four sites were evaluated for 
clapper rail habitat only (Protocol F), which was determined to be absent at all four sites. 

 
Table 5. Summary results of clapper rail surveys in the Hayward region. 
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Oro Loma - East (07a) A 3 24 1 4% 1 - 2 Moderate -- 

Oro Loma - West (07b) A 3 48 1 2% 1 - 2 High √ 

Oyster Bay Regional Shore-
line (20a) C 3 18 1 6% 2 - 4 High -- 

Oakland Golf Links (20b) 2 C 3 0 0 -- 0 High -- 

Dog Bone Marsh (20c) A 3 9 1 11% 2 High √ 

Citation Marsh (20d) A 3 24 4 17% 5 - 6 High √ 

East Marsh (20e) 2 A 1 0 0 -- 1 High √ 

North Marsh (20f) A 3 36 8 22% 5 - 8 High √ 

Bunker Marsh (20g) A 3 12 4 33% 3 - 4 High √ 

San Lorenzo Creek & Mouth 
(20h) A 3 27 5 19% 3 - 4 High √ 

Bockmann Channel (20i) C 3 3 0 0% 0 Moderate -- 

Sulphur Creek (20j) A 3 9 0 0% 0 Moderate -- 

Hayward Landing (20k) F - 
C 3 9 0 0% 0 High √ 

Johnson's Landing (20l) A 3 9 0 0% 0 Moderate √ 

Cogswell - Sec A (20m) A 3 21 5 24% 3 - 4 High √ 



 4. Results for 2009 Survey 

Invasive Spartina Project 41 2009 Clapper Rail Monitoring Report 

Site Name (ID) 

Su
rv

ey
 T

yp
e 

N
um

be
r o

f R
ou

nd
s 

N
um

be
r o

f V
is

its
 

(=
st

at
io

ns
 x

 ro
un

ds
) 

N
um

be
r o

f V
is

its
 

w
ith

 D
et

ec
tio

ns
 

Pe
rc

en
t  

O
cc

ur
re

nc
e 

1  

CLRA de-
tected 

Spartina Habitat 
Impact 

In
cl

ud
ed

 in
 F

iv
e 

Ye
ar

 A
na

ly
si

s 

Cogswell - Sec B (20n) A 3 36 19 53% 16 - 18 High √ 

Cogswell - Sec C (20o) A 3 24 1 4% 1 - 2 High √ 

Hayward Shoreline Outliers 
(20p) F -- -- -- -- 0 High -- 

San Leandro Shoreline Out-
liers (20q) F -- -- -- -- 0 High -- 

HARD Marsh (20s) A 3 15 1 7% 1 - 2 Low -- 

San Leandro Marina (20t) F -- -- -- -- 0 Moderate -- 

Estudillo Creek Channel 
(20u) F -- -- -- -- 0 Insignificant -- 

Hayward Landing Canal 
(20v) 

F - 
C 3 6 0 0% 0 Moderate -- 

Triangle Marsh - Hayward 
(20w) A 3 3 0 0% 0 Insignificant -- 

REGIONAL SUMMARY -- 58 333 51 11% 44 - 59 High √ 

1 The number of stations where CLRA were detected, expressed as a percentage of the total number of 
stations sampled during the season. 
2 Surveyed from stations located at adjacent sites. 
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Figure 27. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey region and site boundaries in the Hayward Clapper Rail Region. 
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Oro Loma East (07a) 
Detected 1-2 clapper rails 

The marshes at Oro Loma are part of East Bay Regional Park’s Hayward Regional Shoreline. 
Both Oro Loma East and West are recent restoration sites, created in 1997. Much of the site is still 
dominated by mudflats, as tidal marsh plants continue to colonize the site. Native Sarcocornia 
pacifica meadows and invasive Spartina clones dot the site. Rows of Grindelia stricta line aban-
doned internal levees. Oro Loma East receives tidal input from Sulphur Creek (20j) through a 
breach in the southern levee. Power towers and lines run through the marsh, providing vertical 
structure for predatory birds. Signs of both raptors and terrestrial mammals were observed during 
our surveys at the site. 

Oro Loma East was surveyed using Protocol A on January 21, February 4, and March 13, 2009 by 
Jude Stalker. No clapper rails were detected during the first two rounds; however on the third 
round, playback was used at seven of eight stations to solicit a response from one to two clapper 
rails.  
Other birds observed at the site in 2009 included: Anna’s hummingbird, black phoebe, Canada 
goose, gull, killdeer, mallard, red-winged black bird, song sparrow, and white-tailed kite. 

 
Figure 28. Oro Loma East 
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Figure 29. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Oro Loma East (07a). 
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Oro Loma West (07b) 
Detected 1-2 clapper rails 

Oro Loma West is a newer restoration site at the East Bay Regional Park’s Hayward Regional 
Shoreline. The site receives tidal input through a breach in the outboard levee. Once heavily in-
vaded by hybrid Spartina, Oro Loma West is now patchily vegetated due to successful treatment 
efforts. Young colonies of Sarcocornia pacifica pepper the mudflat, while higher elevation hum-
mocks provide habitat for Frankenia salina and Grindelia stricta. PG&E towers divide Oro Loma 
East from West and provide perches for raptors. Levees surround the site, giving terrestrial preda-
tors access to the marsh. 

Oro Loma West was surveyed using Protocol A for a total of three rounds. The first round was 
conducted on January 21, 2009 by Jen McBroom and Ode Bernstein, who detected one to two 
clapper rails. No clapper rails were detected during either of the subsequent rounds, conducted on 
February 4, 2009 by Jeff Lewis and Jeanne Hammond, and on March 13, 2009 by Allison Nelson 
and Jen McBroom. 

Other birds detected at Oro Loma West included: American crow, American goldfinch, American 
widgeon , black-necked stilt, Canada goose, canvasback, dowitcher, great egret, house finch, least 
sandpiper, long-billed curlew, mallard, marbled godwit, northern harrier, northern pintail, northern 
shoveler, scaup, snowy egret, song sparrow, western grebe, western gull, western sandpiper, 
whimbrel, willet.  

 
Figure 30. Oro Loma West 
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Figure 31. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Oro Loma West (07b). 
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Oyster Bay Regional Shoreline (20a) 
Estimated 2-4 clapper rails 

The marshes at Oyster Bay Regional Shoreline bound an old landfill to the south of the Oakland 
International Airport in San Leandro. There are two separate and ecologically distinct areas at the 
site: an inlet of mostly mudflat to the north and a fully vegetated channel to the south. The north-
ern portion once had a dense population of hybrid Spartina. Successful control efforts, however, 
have significantly altered the structure of the habitat exposing large areas of mudflat where inva-
sive cordgrass has been removed. The southern portion of the site is a narrow channel with a wide, 
densely vegetated upland edge. Both areas have a high ratio of upland edge to water edge, provid-
ing easy access for terrestrial predators such as skunks and feral cats.  

The site was surveyed using passive call count (Protocol A) for the first round and active call 
count  (Protocol C) for the remaining two rounds, for a total of three rounds. Surveys were con-
ducted on January 27, February 23, and March 25, 2009 by Ode Bernstein. No clapper rails were 
detected during the first and third rounds, however two to four were detected during the second 
round in the northern portion of the site. 

Other bird species detected at the site included: white-tailed kite 

 
Figure 32. Oyster Bay Regional Shoreline 



4. Results for 2009 Survey 

Invasive Spartina Project 48 2009 Clapper Rail Monitoring Report 

 
Figure 33. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Oyster Bay Regional Shoreline (20a). 
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Oakland Golf Links (20b) 
Detected 0 clapper rails 

A small channel branches northward from the Oyster Bay Regional Shoreline stretching into the 
adjacent golf course. The narrow tidal channel, no more than 15 meters at its widest, has been 
heavily impacted by non-native Spartina. Although this site is unlikely to be occupied by clapper 
rails, a portion of it can be easily surveyed from stations along the adjacent Oyster Bay Regional 
Shoreline (20a). 

Three rounds of surveys were conducted at Oyster Bay Regional Shoreline by Ode Bernstein. No 
clapper rails were detected at Oakland Golf Links. However, the location of one of the clapper 
rails detected at Oyster Bay Regional Shoreline was a little over 100 meters away from the bound-
ary of Oakland Golf Links, indicating the potential for the site to be included as a part of the rail’s 
territory. No other bird species were detected at the site. 

 
Figure 34. Oakland Golf Links 
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Figure 35. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Oakland Golf Links (20b). 
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Dog Bone Marsh (20c) 
Detected 2 clapper rails 

Dog Bone Marsh is located at the northern end of Roberts Landing adjacent to the Monarch Bay 
Golf Club. The site is surrounded on all sides by levees, providing access for mammalian preda-
tors, as well as disturbance by pedestrians. A tide gate in the southern basin allows muted tidal 
action. Much of the site is dominated by Spartina hybrids, although successful treatment has 
greatly reduced the infestation. Although the site does not appear to be high quality habitat, it is 
immediately adjacent to a large marsh complex, providing a source population for this small site. 

Dog Bone Marsh was surveyed using Protocol A for a total of three rounds. Surveys were con-
ducted on January 28 by Jude Stalker, on February 25 by Whitney Thornton, and on March 18, 
2009 by Jeff Lewis. No clapper rails were detected during the first two rounds at the site. During 
the final round, Jeff Lewis detected a pair of clapper rails at the south end of the site. 

Other bird species detected at both Dog Bone Marsh and North Marsh collectively included: 
American avocet, American widgeon, Canada goose, common yellowthroat, dowitcher, dunlin, 
gold-crowned sparrow, green-winged teal, killdeer, least sandpiper, long-billed curlew, mallard, 
marbled godwit, marsh wren, peregrine falcon, red-tailed hawk, red-winged black bird, ruddy-
duck, scaup, snowy egret, song sparrow, western sandpiper, white-crowned sparrow, white-tailed 
kite, and willet. 

 
Figure 36. Dog Bone Marsh 
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Figure 37. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Dog Bone Marsh (20c). 
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Citation Marsh (20d) 
Detected 5-6 clapper rails 

Citation Marsh is at the northern end of Roberts Landing. In 1999, the site was restored as mitiga-
tion for the adjacent Citation housing complex. Two tide gates govern muted tidal action at the 
site. The marsh is entirely encircled by upland, delimited to the east by railroad tracks and to the 
west by levees. PG&E power lines run through the western portion of the site, providing perches 
for raptors. The site supports a diverse vegetative community, including: Sarcocornia pacifica, 
Grindelia stricta, Frankenia salina, and a moderate Spartina invasion. Citation Marsh has many 
constructed channels and scattered ponds throughout the site. 

The site was surveyed using Protocol A for a total of three rounds. The first round of surveys was 
conducted on January 28, 2009 by Allison Nelson who detected three to four clapper rails at the 
site. The second round was conducted on February 25, 2009 by Allison Nelson who detected five 
to six clapper rails at Citation, the highest count of the three survey rounds. During the final round 
on March 18, Jen McBroom played the clapper rail call loop at one of seven stations and detected 
one to two clapper rails.  

Other bird species observed at the site included: American coot, black-bellied plover, black-
necked stilt, Canada goose, European starling, green-winged teal, gull, house finch, least sandpi-
per, long-billed curlew, mallard, marsh wren, mourning dove, northern harrier, northern shoveler, 
peregrine falcon, red-winged black bird, rock pigeon, snowy egret, song sparrow, whimbrel, 
white-crowned sparrow, white-tailed kite, and yellowleg. 

 
Figure 38. Citation Marsh 
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Figure 39. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Citation Marsh (20d). 
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East Marsh (20e) 
Detected 1-2 clapper rails 

East Marsh is part of the Robert’s Landing complex in San Lorenzo. The site is surrounded by 
levees on all sides. East Marsh has muted tides, which enter through a narrow breech in the south-
ern levee and connect the site hydrologically to San Lorenzo Creek. The site is dominated by a 
vast meadow of Sarcocornia pacifica. Hybrid Spartina is established in ponded areas throughout 
the site. Portions of the marsh appear higher in elevation and support upland weeds. PG&E power 
towers bisect the marsh providing perches for avian predators.  

East Marsh is surveyed from stations established at neighboring sites, as it has been done for the 
past three years. We conducted three rounds of Protocol A surveys: the first on January 28 by Ode 
Bernstein, and the remaining two on February 25 and March 18, 2009, by Jeanne Hammond. No 
birds were detected during the first and final rounds, but Jeanne detected one to two clapper rails 
at East Marsh during the second round. No other birds were recorded at this site in 2009. 

 
Figure 40. East Marsh 
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Figure 41. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at East Marsh (20e). 
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North Marsh (20f) 
Detected 6-10 clapper rails 

North Marsh was also restored to tidal action in 1995 as a part of the Roberts Landing Shoreline 
Marshlands Enhancement. Tides enter the site through a single tide gate in the outboard levee. 
Spartina hybrid clones were among the earliest colonizers at the site. Recent control efforts have 
been successful and the hybrid Spartina infestation has been greatly reduced. The site is now domi-
nated by large patches of Sarcocornia pacifica, and fewer patches of non-native Spartina.  

The site was surveyed using Protocol A for a total of three rounds. The first round of surveys was 
conducted on January 28, 2009 by Jude Stalker, who detected three to six clapper rails at the site. 
During the second round on February 25, 2009, Whitney Thornton detected six to ten clapper rails 
at North Marsh, the highest count of three rounds. During the final round on March 18, 2009, pre-
recorded vocalizations were played at two of six stations and Jeff Lewis detected three to six clap-
per rails at North Marsh.  

Other bird species detected in 2009 at both North Marsh and Dog Bone Marsh collectively included: 
American avocet, American widgeon, Canada goose, common yellowthroat, dowitcher, dunlin, 
gold-crowned sparrow, green-winged teal, killdeer, least sandpiper, long-billed curlew, mallard, 
marbled godwit, marsh wren, peregrine falcon, red-tailed hawk, red-winged black bird, ruddy-
duck, scaup, snowy egret, song sparrow, western sandpiper, white-crowned sparrow, white-tailed 
kite, and willet. 

 
Figure 42. North Marsh 
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Figure 43. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at North Marsh (20f), 
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Bunker Marsh (20g) 
Detected 3-4 clapper rails 

Bunker Marsh is another parcel in the Roberts Landing Marsh Complex and part of the Roberts 
Landing Shoreline Marshlands Enhancement. Like the rest of the sites in the complex, Bunker 
Marsh was restored to tidal action in 1995. The tides enter and exit the site through a breech in the 
southern levee which connects hydrologically to San Lorenzo Creek. The site was heavily invaded 
by Spartina hybrids, but successful treatment efforts have reduced the infestation. Bunker Marsh 
supports a diverse community of native vegetation in addition to invasive Spartina, including 
Grindelia stricta, Sarcocornia pacifica, Jaumea carnosa, and Distichlis spicata. Power lines and 
towers slice through the northeastern tip of the site. Two years of heavy January storms have 
weakened the outboard levee and continued erosion will likely breech the levee within a few 
years. Upland edge habitat is abundant and both terrestrial and avian predators were observed at 
the site.  

Bunker Marsh was surveyed using Protocol A for a total of three rounds. The first round was con-
ducted on January 28, 2009 by Jeanne Hammond who detected two to four clapper rails. The sec-
ond round was conducted by Ode Bernstein on February 25, 2009 who also detected two to four 
clapper rails. The final round was conducted on March 18, 2009 by Ode Bernstein who detected 
three to four clapper rails, the highest count of three rounds. No other bird species were observed 
at the marsh in 2009.  

 
Figure 44. Bunker Marsh 
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Figure 45. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Bunker Marsh (20g). 
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San Lorenzo Creek (20h) 
Detected 3-4 clapper rails 

San Lorenzo Creek is part of the Hayward Regional Shoreline lies to the south of the restored 
marshes in the Robert’s Landing Marsh Complex. The marsh is open to the bay and fully tidal. 
The creek mouth was highly invaded by Spartina hybrids, however extremely successful treatment 
efforts at the site have restored the channel mouth to mostly open mudflat. Upstream, the vegeta-
tion narrows along the restricted creek bank. The thin marsh vegetation lining the channel is 
mostly Sarcocornia pacifica, with both hybrid and native Spartina growing along the lower edge.  

The marsh and creek were surveyed using Protocol A for three rounds. Surveys were conducted on 
January 28, February 25, and March 18, 2009 by Ode Bernstein and Jeanne Hammond. No clapper 
rails were detected during the first round,. During the second round, they detected three to four 
clapper rails were detected, the highest count at the site in 2009. Two to four clapper rails were 
detected during the third round, when they played tapes at two of eight survey stations.  

Other bird species detected at San Lorenzo Creek in 2009 included: American avocet, American 
coot, American pipit, American widgeon, Anna’s hummingbird, barn swallow, black phoebe, 
black-bellied plover, black-necked stilt, Canada goose, canvasback, Caspian tern, dowitcher, 
European starling, gadwall, long-billed curlew, mallard, marbled godwit, marsh wren, mourning 
dove, northern harrier, northern mockingbird, northern pintail, northern shoveler, Savannah spar-
row, snowy egret, song sparrow, western grebe, white-crowned sparrow, white-tailed kite, and 
willet. 

 
Figure 46. San Lorenzo Creek 
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Figure 47. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at San Lorenzo Creek (20h). 
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Bockmann Channel (20i) 
Detected 0 clapper rails 

Bockmann Channel is located between San Lorenzo Creek to the north and Oro Loma Restoration 
Marsh to the south. The short, narrow channel is bounded by the Oro Loma Sanitary District’s 
waste water treatment plant on either side. A thin strip of marsh less than ten meters wide lines 
each side of the channel. Successful treatment efforts have greatly reduced the Spartina that had 
been filling the channel. Little suitable habitat remains at this site. 

The site was surveyed using Protocol C for a total of three rounds. Surveys were conducted on 
January 28, 2009 by Ode Bernstein and on February 25, and March 18 2009 by Jeanne Hammond. 
Prerecorded vocalizations were played at the survey station during all three rounds but no clapper 
rails were detected.  

 
Figure 48. Bockmann Channel 
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Figure 49. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Bockmann Channel (20i). 
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Sulphur Creek (20j) 
Detected 0 clapper rails 

Sulphur Creek abuts the Oro Loma Marsh Complex and provides tidal exchange to Oro Loma 
East. The site is a long narrow channel bounded by levees on either side. A thin strip of marsh 
habitat no more than ten meters wide lines either bank. Spartina treatment has proven successful at 
Sulfer Creek. Native Sarcocornia pacifica dominates the simple plant community.  

We conducted three rounds of Protocol A surveys at Sulphur Creek. The first round was con-
ducted on January 21 by Jen McBroom; the second round was conducted on February 4 by Jeanne 
Hammond; and the third round was conducted on March 13, 2009 by Allison Nelson, who played 
tapes at all three survey stations. No clapper rails were detected on any of the three rounds.  

Other bird species detected at the site included: American avocet, American coot, American crow, 
American pipit, American widgeon, black-bellied plover, black-necked stilt, bufflehead, California 
gull, Canada goose, canvasback, common yellowthroat, dowitcher, gadwall, great blue heron, 
great egret, greater scaup, greater yellowleg, green-winged teal, killdeer, long-billed curlew, mal-
lard, marbled godwit, marsh wren, northern shoveler, red-winged black bird, snowy egret, song 
sparrow, western grebe, western gull, western sandpiper, whimbrel, white-crowned sparrow, wil-
let, and yellowleg. 

 
Figure 50. Sulphur Creek 
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Figure 51. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Sulphur Creek (20j). 
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Hayward Landing (20k) 
Detected 0 clapper rails 

Hayward Landing is located between two landfills: the one to the north is currently active and the one 
to the south is inoperative and currently part of the Hayward Regional Shoreline park system. The site 
is a narrow channel with thin bands of vegetation. Although the site was once dominated by hybrid 
Spartina, high efficacy herbicide treatment has reduced evidence of the invasion to patchy stands of 
dead cordgrass. At the mouth of the channel is a plain of short-statured Sarcocornia pacifica. The bay 
trail runs parallel to the length of the channel, providing access for terrestrial predators, and during the 
second round of surveys, a skunk was observed at the site. Additionally, tall shrubs and trees line the 
opposite side of the channel providing perches for raptors, which were also observed at Hayward 
Landing during visits to the site. 

The site was surveyed using Protocol C for a total of three rounds. Surveys were conducted on Febru-
ary 3 and February 24, 2009 by Ode Bernstein and on March 24, 2009 by Jen McBroom. Prerecorded 
vocalizations were played during the second and third rounds only. No clapper rails were detected at 
the site during any of the three rounds.  

Other birds observed at the site included:  American coot, black phoebe, canvasback, mallard, north-
ern mockingbird, red-winged blackbird, snowy egret, and song sparrow. 

 
Figure 52. Hayward Landing 
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Figure 53. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Hayward Landing (20k). 
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Johnson’s Landing (20l) 
Detected 0 clapper rails 

Johnson’s Landing is located is at the southern end of the Cogswell Marsh complex. The site is 
divided into two distinct areas: a fully tidal marsh fragment on the bay side and a managed tidal 
channel and ponds inland. The area on the bay edge is vegetated by Sarcocornia pacifica and a 
few hybrid Spartina clones. Mammalian predators and raptors have easy access to the marshland 
and were observed on all visits to the site. 

The site was surveyed using Protocol A for three rounds. Surveys were conducted on January 27, 
2009 by Jen McBroom and on February 19 and March 6, 2009 by Ode Bernstein. Playback was 
used at all three stations on the final round. No clapper rails were detected on any of the three 
rounds. 

Other bird species detected at the site included: American widgeon, least sandpiper, northern har-
rier, song sparrow, western sandpiper, and yellowleg. 

 
Figure 54. Johnson’s Landing 



4. Results for 2009 Survey 

Invasive Spartina Project 70 2009 Clapper Rail Monitoring Report 

 
Figure 55. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Johnson’s Landing (20l). 
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Cogswell Marsh Section A (20m) 
Detected 5-6 clapper rails 

Cogswell is a mosaic of restored marshlands, opened to tidal action in 1980. The site is divided 
into three sections: Cogswell A in the north (presented here); Cogswell B to the east; Cogswell C 
in the southwest. All three sections of Cogswell were surveyed concurrently by three clapper rail 
biologists listening from external levees surrounding the site. Section A is the smallest of the 
marsh parcels and is dominated by Sarcocornia pacifica. Successful Spartina control has 
significantly reduced the hybrid cordgrass population. In 2007, the ISP planted Grindelia stricta 
starts in this section of the Cogswell complex to provide clapper rail habitat; however most starts 
did not survive the dry winter.  

The site was surveyed using Protocol A for a total of three rounds. Surveys were conducted on 
January 20, February 3, and March 23, 2009. Allison Nelson detected no clapper rails during the 
first round and two clapper rails during the second round. Ode Bernstein played prerecorded vo-
calizations at four of seven stations and detected five to six clapper rails on the final round, the 
highest count of all three rounds. The clapper rail population at this site has dropped precariously 
since 2006, when 25 to 26 clapper rails were detected within Cogswell A. 

Other bird species detected at the site included: American coot, black-necked stilt, Canada goose, 
long-billed curlew, mallard, marsh wren, northern harrier, northern pintail, northern shoveler, ring-
billed gull, snowy egret, song sparrow, western gull, western meadowlark, whimbrel, white-tailed 
kite, and willet. 

 
Figure 56. Cogswell Marsh, Section A 
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Figure 57. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Cogswell Marsh Section A (20m). 
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Cogswell Marsh Section B (20n) 
Detected 23-33 clapper rails 

Cogswell is a mosaic of restored marshlands, opened to tidal action in 1980. The site is divided 
into three sections: Cogswell A in the north; Cogswell B to the east (presented here); Cogswell C 
in the southwest. All three sections of Cogswell were surveyed concurrently by three clapper rail 
biologists listening from external levees surrounding the site.  

Cogswell B is the largest of the three sections and has the highest level of Spartina invasion. 
Spartina control at this site has been phased over the past four years: the southern portion of the 
site has been treated all four years and rest of the site has only been treated for two years (see map 
below). Spartina still dominates the untreated portion of the marsh, with Sarcocornia pacifica 
competing for light in the understory below. The complex biotic structure provides cover high 
above the mean tide level.  

The site was surveyed using Protocol A for a total of three rounds. Surveys were conducted on 
January 20, February 3, and March 23, 2009. Jen McBroom detected 23 to 33 clapper rails during 
the first round, the highest of three rounds, and 24-26 during the third round. Jeanne Hammond 
detected 16 to 20 clapper rails during the second round. No tapes were played at the site.  

Other bird species observed at the site included: American avocet, American coot, American crow, 
American pipit, bufflehead, bushtit, Canada goose, common yellowthroat, gadwall, great egret, 
killdeer, least sandpiper, mallard, marbled godwit, marsh wren, northern harrier, northern pintail, 
northern shoveler, red-winged blackbird, ruddy duck, snowy egret, song sparrow, song sparrow, 
sora, western gull, and western meadowlark. 

 
Figure 58. Cogswell Marsh, Section B 
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Figure 59. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Cogswell Section B (20n). 



 4. Results for 2009 Survey 

Invasive Spartina Project 75 2009 Clapper Rail Monitoring Report 

Cogswell Marsh Section C (20o) 
Detected 1-2 clapper rails 

Cogswell is a mosaic of restored marshlands, opened to tidal action in 1980. The site is divided 
into three sections: Cogswell A in the north; Cogswell B to the east; Cogswell C (presented here) 
in the southwest. All three sections of Cogswell were surveyed concurrently by three clapper rail 
biologists listening from external levees surrounding the site. Cogswell C is dominated by an open 
Sarcocornia pacifica plain, with hybrid Spartina invading the channels and bay edge at the site. 
An elevated island in the marsh supports upland weeds, such as wild radish, as well as rabbits and 
other mammals. Like the other portions of Cogswell, the site is entirely surrounded by levees pro-
viding easy access for terrestrial predators.  

The site was surveyed using Protocol A for a total of three rounds. Surveys were conducted on 
January 20, February 3, and March 23, 2009. Jeff Lewis detected no clapper rails during the first 
round and one to two clapper rails during the second round, the only time rails were detected at the 
site this season. Jeanne Hammond did not detect any clapper rails during the final round, although 
she played tapes at four of seven survey stations. The clapper rail population at the site has 
dropped dramatically in the past three years, down from 2007, when we detected 15 to 22 clapper 
rails (McBroom 2007). 

Other birds detected at the site during 
2009 included: American avocet, 
American pipit, American widgeon , 
barn swallow, black-crowned night 
heron, black-necked stilt, Canada goose, 
canvasback, Caspian Tern, common 
yellowthroat, double-crested cormorant, 
glaucous-winged gull, great blue heron, 
great egret, house finch, least sandpiper, 
long-billed curlew, mallard, marbled 
godwit, marsh wren, northern harrier, 
northern pintail, northern shoveler, Sa-
vannah sparrow, scaup sp., snowy egret, 
song sparrow, western grebe, western 
gull, western sandpiper, whimbrel, and 
willet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 60. Cogswell Marsh, Section C 
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Figure 61. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Cogswell Marsh, Section C (20o). 
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Hayward Shoreline Outliers (20p) 
Detected 0 clapper rails 

The Hayward Shoreline Outliers are the scattered non-native Spartina clones that have invaded the 
open mudflats near the San Mateo Bridge. These outlying clones are completely submerged twice 
daily and successful Spartina control has greatly reduced any vegetative cover on the mudflat. The 
site was evaluated for clapper rail habitat on March 29, 2009 by Jude Stalker, who determined there 
was no habitat to support clapper rails for foraging or breeding at the site.  

 
Figure 62. Hayward Shoreline Outliers 
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Figure 63. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Hayward Shoreline Outliers (20p). 
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San Leandro Shoreline Outliers (20q) 
Detected 0 clapper rails 

The San Leandro Shoreline Outliers are the scattered non-native Spartina clones that have invaded the 
open mudflats along the San Leandro Shoreline, adjacent to Robert’s Landing. These outlying clones 
are completely submerged twice daily and successful Spartina control has greatly reduced any vegeta-
tive cover on the mudflat. The site was evaluated for clapper rail habitat on March 26, 2009 by Jude 
Stalker, who determined there was no habitat to support clapper rails for foraging or breeding at the 
site.  

 
Figure 64. San Leandro Shoreline Outliers 
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Figure 65. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at San Leandro Shoreline Outliers (20q). 
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HARD Marsh (20s) 
Detected 1-2 clapper rails 

The Hayward Area Recreation District (HARD) Marsh was recently restored to tidal action in 
1990. The site is largely an open mudflat, providing little biotic structure for cover and nesting. 
The site, still being colonized by tidal marsh vegetation, is dominated by discontinuous patches of 
Sarcocornia pacifica and hybrid Spartina. Constructed channels and abandoned levees texture the 
marsh plain. Levees surround the site on all sides, providing easy access for terrestrial predators, 
such as red fox and feral cats. Last year was the first time that ISP surveyed the site for California 
clapper rails and no rails were detected. Based upon the marginal habitat at the site and lack of 
detections in 2008, we determined that HARD Marsh should be surveyed using Protocol C.  

During our first survey at the site on January 27, 2009, we played tapes at the first station and de-
tected one to two rails, the only detections at the site for the season. Because rails were occupying 
the site, we ceased playing tapes at any remaining stations and switched to Protocol A surveys for 
the remaining rounds. Ode Bernstein conducted the second round on February 19 and the third 
round on March 6, 2009. No rails were detected on either round.  

Other birds detected at the site included:  American widgeon, Canada goose, common raven, 
dunlin, gadwall, great egret, least sandpiper, mallard, northern harrier, northern shoveler, snowy 
egret, song sparrow, western gull, western sandpiper, whimbrel, willet, and yellowleg. 

 
Figure 66. Hayward Area Recreational District (HARD) Marsh 



4. Results for 2009 Survey 

Invasive Spartina Project 82 2009 Clapper Rail Monitoring Report 

 

Figure 67. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at HARD Marsh (20s). 
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San Leandro Marina (20t) 
Detected 0 clapper rails 

The San Leandro Marina is located between Robert’s Landing and the Oyster Bay Regional Shoreline 
at the northern end of the Hayward Region. The site is predominantly a hard rip rap shoreline with 
docks for boats at the marina. Several small patches of hybrid Spartina and other wetland weeds have 
established in the rip rap levees, however there are no continuous parcels of marsh vegetation at the 
site. The site was evaluated for clapper rail habitat on March 26, 2009 by Jude Stalker, who deter-
mined there was no habitat to support clapper rails for foraging or breeding at the site.  

 
Figure 68. San Leandro Marina 
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Figure 69. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at San Leandro Marina (20t). 
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Estudillo Creek Channel (20u) 
Detected 0 clapper rails 

The Estudillo Creek Channel is located just north Robert’s Landing in the Hayward Region. The creek 
has a hard upland edge and a very narrow strip of vegetation along the southern channel bank, pre-
dominantly composed of upland weeds with pickleweed as the subdominant species. Tidal flow is 
restricted through flood gates near the mouth of the channel. The site was evaluated for clapper rail 
habitat on March 26, 2009 by Jude Stalker, who determined there was no habitat to support clapper 
rails for foraging or breeding at the site.  

 
Figure 70. Estudillo Creek Channel 
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Figure 71. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Estudillo Creek Channel (20u). 
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Hayward Landing Canal (20v) 
Detected 0 clapper rails 

Hayward Landing Canal is continuation of the Hayward Landing channel (20k) beyond Winton 
Drive. The Canal is lined on either side by a narrow strip of marsh vegetation no more than five 
meters wide. The northern section of the site is dominated by Sarcocornia pacifica with occa-
sional stands of non-native Spartina and a few patches of Grindelia. The southern portion of the 
site has an extensive Spartina invasion that was unnoticed until 2008. Habitat at the site is poor to 
marginal, but because of its proximity to Cogswell Marsh and lack of historic data at the site, we 
decided to conduct call count surveys at the site in 2009.  

The site was surveyed using Protocol C for a total of three rounds. Surveys were conducted on 
February 3 and February 24, 2009 by Ode Bernstein and on March 24, 2009 by Jen McBroom. 
Prerecorded vocalizations were played during all three rounds but no clapper rails were detected.  

Other birds observed at the site included: American coot, black phoebe, canvasback, mallard, 
northern mockingbird, red-winged blackbird, snowy egret, and song sparrow. 

  
Figure 72. Hayward Landing Canal 
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Figure 73. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Hayward Landing Canal (20v). 
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Triangle Marsh – Hayward (20w) 
Detected 0 clapper rails 

Triangle Marsh in Hayward is a small marsh parcel located between Hayward Landing and 
Cogswell Marsh. It is surrounded on all sides by levees and receives restricted tidal flow through a 
small breach in the outboard levee. The site is dominated by Sarcocornia pacifica, with small 
patches of Spartina in the channels and Grindelia lining the channel banks and higher portions of 
the site. Tall shrubs and trees and public pathways provide predator access and cover, diminishing 
the quality of the habitat at the site. 

The site was surveyed using Protocol A for a total of three rounds. Surveys were conducted on 
February 3 and February 24, 2009 by Ode Bernstein and on March 24, 2009 by Jen McBroom. 
Prerecorded vocalizations were played during the final round, however no clapper rails were de-
tected. 

Other birds detected at the site included:  American coot, black phoebe, canvasback, mallard, 
northern mockingbird, Red-winged black bird, snowy egret, and song sparrow. 
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Figure 74. Map of 2009 clapper rail survey results at Triangle Marsh (20w). 




